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April 29, 2020 

The Honorable Gene Dodaro 
Comptroller General of the United States 
U.S. Government Accountability Office (GAO) 
441 G Street, NW 
Washington, DC 20548 

Dear Mr. Dodaro: 

Harmful algae-overgrowths of algae that can create toxic "blooms" in marine or freshwater 
bodies-are an environmental challenge in all 50 states, and their prevalence, frequency, and 
severity are increasing. Likewise, hypoxic-or low-oxygen-conditions in water that are caused 
by harmful algal blooms or other causes, are becoming more widespread. In recent years, 
harmful algal blooms (HABs) and hypoxia have caused detrimental economic, health, and 
environmental consequences across the nation, from the mid-Atlantic coast to the Pacific 
Northwest and Gulf of Alaska, California and Florida coasts, Gulf of Mexico, and inland water 
bodies such as Lake Erie, Lake Hopatcong, and Lake Okeechobee. These HAB and hypoxia 
outbreaks have caused beach and lake closures and millions of dollars per year in economic 
losses, reducing tourism, recreational and commercial shellfish industries, and property values. 

Federal agencies, along with states, international organizations, and others, play a significant role 
in researching, forecasting, monitoring, and responding to HABs and hypoxia. As GAO reported 
in 2016, 12 federal agencies expended approximately $101 million between fiscal years 2013 

and 2015 on activities related to HAB research, monitoring, and other areas. 1 An interagency 
working group (IWG), established by the Harmful Algal Bloom and Hypoxia Research and 
Control Act (HABHRCA) in 2014, serves as the federal government's primary mechanism 
through which agencies coordinate their activities, develop future work plans, and identify gaps. 
The IWG is currently comprised of 14 agencies, including the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), National Science Foundation, Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), U.S. Geological Survey, and the National Institutes of Health's National Institute 
of Environmental Health Sciences. NOAA and EPA are the IWG's co-chairs and have primary 
responsibility for administering national HAB and hypoxia programs for marine and freshwater 
bodies, respectively; NOAA also has lead responsibility for the Great Lakes. 

In 2018, the IWG issued a report assessing federal agencies' progress and the status of 
implementation of recommendations made in the IWG's comprehensive research plan and action 

1Govemment Accountability Office (GAO), Environmental Protection: Information on Federal Agencies' fa:penditures and 
Coordination Related to Harmful Algae, GAO-17-119 (Washington, D.C.: Oct. 14, 2016). 





We welcome recommendations from GAO based on their findings in accordance with this 
request. Your assistance with this matter is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions, please 
contact Lauren Linsmayer of the Majority House Committee on Science, Space, and Technology 
staff at (202) 225-6375. 

Sincerely, 

Eddie Bernice Johnson 
Chairwoman 
House Science, Space, and Technology 
Committee 

Frank Lucas 
Ranking Member 
House Science, Space, and Technology 
Committee 

Roger Marshall, M.D. 
Ranking Member 
Environment Subcommittee 
House Science, Space, and Technology 
Committee 
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Bill Posey 
Member of Congress 

Charlie Crist 
Member of Congress 

 

Michaet'�ltz, 
Member of Congress 

Senate Commerce, Science, and Transportation 
Committee 

Mikie Sherrill 
Chairwoman 
Environment Subcommittee 
House Science, Space, and Technology 
Committee 

Marcy Kaptur 
Member of Congress 

Suzanne Bonamici 
Member of Congress 

,fa_lAH G!S /(at11o/ 
Francis Rooney 
Member of Congress 




